
1. Introduction and Context
In August 2019, the Minister for Education and Skills made a statement to the national press, announcing changes to the system for allocating Irish exemptions. The changes he outlined seemed to indicate that it would be far easier to obtain an exemption than previously applied and were reported in the media in that light. Later that month, however, the Department of Education and Skills (DES) issued mandatory guidelines for schools on this issue (Circular 0053/19) and it became apparent that the criteria for receiving an exemption had actually been significantly tightened up and that many students who would previously have been eligible were no longer going to qualify. This confusion has been exacerbated by the fact that many educational psychologists are not adequately aware of the new criteria and some continue to write reports recommending an exemption even though the student in question won’t receive one (in fact, psychological assessments and cognitive ability scores are no longer used to process applications).

To avoid disappointment and contention, therefore, Temple Carrig School has adopted this Policy to direct the administration of Irish exemptions. 
It is important to reiterate that the school is entirely bound by DES Circular 0053/19 and obliged to adhere rigidly to the regulations specified therein. The school is certainly not trying to be obstructive to parents who believe their child merits an exemption or to force students to study Irish when it is unsuitable for them. However, the school simply has no wriggle room within the terms of the new DES directions. Indeed, were the school to grant an exemption inappropriately, a DES Inspector would be entitled to revoke it, even in the later stages of the Leaving Cert course, and this could leave the student unable to complete the matriculation requirements for many Irish universities. 
The purpose of this Policy is to provide guidance to parents on the practices and procedures involved in processing applications for exemption from the study of Irish. Circular 0053/2019 sets out the exceptional circumstances in which consideration may be given to granting a student such an exemption. The decision to exempt a pupil from the study of Irish is an important decision which has implications for his/her long-term academic opportunities. Detailed guidance on processing applications in the case of each of the exceptional circumstances presented in the Circular is provided in this Policy. This Policy also contains a Glossary (Appendix 1), a pro-forma for applications and Certificate of Exemption, checklists to guide the processing of applications, recording keeping and reporting as well as details about the appeal mechanism. 

Some students will already hold a Certificate of Exemption when transferring to Temple Carrig School and this just transfers over seamlessly. The DES has advised that “12 years of age” (or the final year of primary education) is the most appropriate time to consider an application for exemption. However, there may be other students whose exceptional needs are only identified at post-primary level. The process for exempting these students from the study of Irish is explained in the following sections of this Policy. 
2. Applying for an Exemption
Parents or guardians, or the student where the student has reached the age of 18 years, may initiate an application process for an exemption from the study of Irish at any stage except for the time when the school is closed for the summer holidays.
Once it is clear that the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student intend(s) to apply for a Certificate of Exemption, they should be made aware of this Policy and should read through it carefully to make sure they understand each step of the process, including all necessary documentation. Should there be any aspect about which they’re unclear, they should contact the Principal who will explain it for them.
The parent(s)/guardian(s)/student should then consult a Career Guidance teacher to consider the long-term career implications of a decision not to study Irish.

Once this has been undertaken and the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student confirm(s) that they definitely wish to proceed with an application, the Temple Carrig School Irish Exemption Application Form should then be completed and returned for the attention of the Principal. Only application forms which are completed in full will be considered.
3. Grounds for making an Application for an Exemption
Section 2.2 of Circular 0053/2019 sets out the exceptional circumstances in which consideration may be given to granting a student an exemption from the study of Irish: 

1. students whose education up to 12 years of age (or up to the final year of their primary education) was received outside the state and where they did not have opportunity to engage in the study of Irish
2. students who were previously enrolled as recognised students in a primary or post- primary school who are being re-enrolled after a period spent abroad, provided that at least three consecutive years have elapsed since the previous enrolment in the State and are at least 12 years of age on re-enrolment 
3. students who 
i.  
present with significant learning difficulties that are persistent, despite having had access to a differentiated approach to language and literacy learning in both Irish and English over time. 
NB: The DES is very insistent that exemptions CANNOT be sanctioned at the first sign of a student having difficulties in Irish. To qualify, the school is obliged to try the differentiated approach mentioned above. It is also not permitted to give an exemption where the student has a track record of doing reasonably well in Irish. Documentary evidence to this effect, held by the school should include Student Support Plans detailing regular reviews of learning needs as part of an ongoing cycle of assessment target-setting evidence-informed intervention and review, including test scores (word reading, reading comprehension, spelling, other scores of language/literacy) at key points of review.
ii. 
at the time of the application for exemption present with a Standardised Score on a discrete test in either Word Reading, Reading Comprehension or Spelling at/below the 10th percentile. 
In reaching a decision on whether to grant or refuse an exemption, the principal will, as relevant, consult with the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student on whose behalf the application is being made, or the student where he/she is the applicant, and relevant school personnel and satisfy himself/herself that all key evidence has been accessed. 
Guidance for assessment and intervention can be found at https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/National-Educational- Psychological-Service-NEPS-/Resources-Publications.html. 

4. Processing an Application for an Exemption from Irish
The Principal, on behalf of the Temple Carrig School Board of Management, processes applications received by the school for a Certificate of Exemption from the study of Irish. The formal written application submitted by the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student must indicate the exceptional circumstance that forms the basis for the application in accordance with sub-paragraphs 2.2a, 2,2b or 2.2c of Circular 0053/2019. 

In considering the application the Principal will: 

(  Ensure that the date of receipt of the application by the school is recorded on the form.
(  Acknowledge receipt of the application for exemption from the study of Irish in writing. 
(  Discuss the written application with the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student and confirm the 

sub-paragraph on which the application is based (2.2a; 2.2b or 2.2c) as soon as 

practicable following receipt of a written application. 
(  Advise the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student of the next steps in processing the 

application. 
(  Inform the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student regarding any implication of an exemption 

from the study of Irish for the student while in post-primary education and into the 

future. 
(  Inform the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student that the application will be processed and the 

outcome confirmed in writing within 21 school days of receipt of the application. 
(  Explain to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student that that a signed Certificate of Exemption will issue where a decision is reached that an exemption from the study of Irish may be 

granted. 

(  Inform the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student that, where an application is refused, the reason(s) as to why it was refused; and that the school’s decision may be appealed to the Irish Exemptions Appeal Committee within 30 calendar days from the date the decision of the school was notified in writing to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student. 
(  Explain to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student, and the student on whose behalf the application has been made, the arrangements for the student’s learning in the case of an exemption being granted. 
(  Use the provided Quick Guide and Checklists (Appendix 3 and Appendix 4) to guide the processing of applications in the case of the relevant sub-paragraph in Section 2.2 of the Circular. 
(  Convey the outcome of the application in writing to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student. 
(  Make arrangements for the retention of the application form and all supporting documentation, including a copy of the Certificate of Exemption (Appendix 5) where 

applicable, and the Checklist in accordance with data protection law. 

5. Appeals Procedure
Where an application for an exemption from the study of Irish is refused, the parent(s)/ guardian(s)/student, may appeal the School’s decision not to grant an exemption to the Irish Exemptions Appeal Committee within 30 calendar days from the date on which the schools decision was notified in writing (Appendix 6). The appeal will be confined to a review of whether the school adhered to the guidelines for processing the application for exemption as set out in the Circular and these Guidelines. 

This written appeal should contain the specific reason(s) why the decision is being appealed by the applicant and the circumstances in which it is considered that the process has not been correctly applied. 

A parent/guardian/ student who is unhappy with the outcome of the appeal to the Irish Exemptions Appeal Committee will have recourse to the offices of the Ombudsman for Children if the student on whose behalf the application is made is under 18 years of age, or to the Ombudsman. 
6. Record-keeping and Reporting
All documentation concerning the application and processing procedure, including detail of the determination/copy of the Certificate of Exemption where relevant, should be maintained in the Student Support File/Exemption File as relevant, and be available for review by authorised Department officials. 

The School will be required to provide statistical information to the Department relating to the number and the grounds on which exemptions were granted under the terms of this Circular in the previous school year using the Post-Primary Online Database. 
If a student transfers from Temple Carrig School to another school, it is the responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student to ensure that a copy of the student’s Certificate of Exemption is made available to the receiving school. 
7. Arrangements for students who are exempt from studying Irish
Where a student is exempt from studying Irish, arrangements will be made to supervise them while they undertake their own study of their other subjects. This may happen at the back of the Irish class they would otherwise have been in (which is what typically happens in most schools) or they may be allowed to study quietly in the Library. There is NO entitlement to, nor teaching resources available to provide, alternative tuition while Irish classes are taking place. However, where appropriate, Learning Support classes to reflect the literacy learning needs of the students involved will be provided by deploying available special education teaching resources. Where there are sufficient numbers to merit it (and parents should note that it would be very rare for this to be the case), students who are exempt from the study of Irish may also be allowed to substitute another subject, short course or area of learning for Irish. 

Adopted by the Board of Management:
23rd August 2023
APPENDIX 1: GLOSSARY 
Differentiated Learning Experience 
Differentiation is a framework for effective teaching that involves providing different students with different avenues to learning. It is a process within which differences between learners are accommodated, so that all student or pupils in a group have meaningful access to the curriculum and can participate in their learning. It ensures that what a student learns, how he/she learns and how that learning is demonstrated is a match for the readiness level, interest and preferred mode of learning for each individual. Differentiation is a proactive way of adjusting teaching and learning methods that involves planning at an individual teacher and whole school level. 
English-medium school 

An English-medium school is a school where English (L1) is the primary language of instruction, except in the case of Irish. 

In English-medium schools, the Primary Language Curriculum requires that both Irish and English are used in its delivery. 
Inclusive Education 

The NCSE (2011) described inclusion as a process of addressing and responding to the diversity of needs of learners. It involves removing barriers so that each learner will be enabled to achieve the maximum benefit from his/her schooling. 
“Persistent”
Significant and persistent difficulties with reading despite access to learning opportunities that are effective and appropriate for most other children, whatever the reason. 

Special Educational Needs: A Continuum of Support 

The Department of Education and Skills (DES) has set out the Continuum of Support framework to assist schools in identifying and responding to pupils’ needs. This framework recognises that special educational needs occur along a continuum, ranging from mild to severe, and from transient to long term, and that pupils require different levels of support depending on their identified educational needs. 
Student Support File 

A Student Support File has been developed to enable schools to plan interventions and to track a pupil’s pathway through the Continuum of Support. It facilitates teachers in documenting progress and needs over time and assists them in providing an appropriate level of support to pupils, in line with their level of need. The Student Support File keeps together all the information about the support of the student: information gathered, plans, interventions and review, informed by consultations with other professionals where relevant. 
Student Support Plan 

Provision for pupils with special educational needs is enhanced through clear identification processes and careful planning of interventions to address academic and/or personal and social development needs. Identification of needs, planning, target-setting and monitoring of outcomes are essential elements of an integrated and collaborative problem-solving process. Details are recorded in the Student Support Plan. 

APPENDIX 2: APPLICATION FORM (A larger scale version of this form is available from the School Office)
[image: image1.emf]Application for Exemption from the Study of Irish in Temple Carrig School

For completion by the parent(s)/guardian(s) on behalf of a student or a student who has reached 18 years of age

Name
of
Student

Date of
Birth

Form
Class

In accordance with Circular 0053/19, on behalf of the student named above I/we wish to apply for
an exemption from the study of Irish on the following ground (please indicate with a tick)

a. Student whose education up to 12 years of age (or up to and including the final year of primary
education) was received outside the State and where they did not have opportunity to engage in the
study of Irish

b. Student who was previously enrolled as a recognised student in a primary or post-primary school
who is being re-enrolled after a period spent abroad, provided that at least three consecutive years
have elapsed since the previous enrolment in the State

c. Student who presents with significant and persistent learning difficulties and presents with a
standardised score in a discrete test at/below the 10t percentile in either Word Reading, Reading
Comprehension or Spelling

Please provide detail of any supporting documentation being submitted to the school

AP W N

e |/we the undersigned understand that documentation provided may be reviewed for the purpose of
processing this application by relevant school personnel and other professionals where necessary.

e |/we the undersigned confirm that we have read the Temple Carrig School Irish Exemption Policy in full and
understand the statutory regulations under which the school is operating.

e |/we the undersigned have spoken with a qualified Guidance Counsellor and have been advised of, and fully
accept, the long-term career and academic implications that will result from this student not studying Irish

Signed: Date:
Signed: Date:
For
Office Date of Receipt of Application:
Use Principal:
Only










 

 

 

 

Application for Exemption from the Study of Irish in Temple Carrig School 

 

For completion by the parent(s)/guardian(s) on behalf of a student or a student who has reached 18 years of age 

Name 

of 

Student 

 

Date of 

Birth 

 

Form 

Class 

 

In accordance with Circular 0053/19, on behalf of the student named above I/we wish to apply for 

an exemption from the study of Irish on the following ground (please indicate with a tick) 

a. Student whose education up to 12 years of age (or up to and including the final year of primary 

education) was received outside the State and where they did not have opportunity to engage in the 

study of Irish 

 

b. Student who was previously enrolled as a recognised student in a primary or post-primary school 

who is being re-enrolled after a period spent abroad, provided that at least three consecutive years 

have elapsed since the previous enrolment in the State  

 

c.  Student who presents with significant and persistent learning difficulties and presents with a 

standardised score in a discrete test at/below the 10

th

 percentile in either Word Reading, Reading 

Comprehension or Spelling 

 

Please provide detail of any supporting documentation being submitted to the school 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

•

  I/we the undersigned understand that documentation provided may be reviewed for the purpose of 

processing this application by relevant school personnel and other professionals where necessary. 

•

  I/we the undersigned confirm that we have read the Temple Carrig School Irish Exemption Policy in full and 

understand the statutory regulations under which the school is operating. 

•

  I/we the undersigned have spoken with a qualified Guidance Counsellor and have been advised of, and fully 

accept, the long-term career and academic implications that will result from this student not studying Irish 

 

Signed: _________________________________________________   Date: ________________                    

 

Signed: _________________________________________________   Date: ________________                    

 

For 

Office 

Use 

Only 

 

 

Date of Receipt of Application:  __________________________________________ 

 

Principal:         __________________________________________ 


APPENDIX 3:  A QUICK GUIDE TO PROCESSING APPLICATIONS

1. Written application for Exemption received by the school

2.    A. 

Confirm application is in line with Circular 0053/19 sub-paragraph 2.2a or 2.2b

OR

2. B. 
Confirm application is in line with Circular 0053/19 sub-paragraph 2.2c

(If application is not in line with any of these criteria, the application must be denied)

3. Consultation with the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student. Advise of process and confirm awareness of possible implications of being exempt from Irish

4. A. 
IF sub-para 2.2a or 2.2b: Review evidence of age, time spent outside the State,          periods of previous enrolment as a recognised pupil/student in the State

OR

4.   B. 
IF sub-para 2.2c: Consult Irish teacher and SFL Dept. Review evidence of response to targeted intervention as recorded in Student Support File

5. Complete Checklist (see Appendix 4)

6. A.  
IF the application meets the criteria Principal will issue a Certificate of Exemption

OR

6. B.  
IF the application does not meet the criteria, the Principal will confirm this decision in writing to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student. The Principal will also advise of the option to appeal the decision to the Irish Appeals Exemption Committee.
APPENDIX 4:  CHECKLIST FOR PROCESSING APPLICATIONS

	Temple Carrig School Checklist for processing applications for exemption from the Study of Irish in accordance with Circular 0053/19

	Name of Student
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Form Class
	

	Applying under sub-para 2.2 a, b or c? 
	

	1. Receipt of Application
	YES
	NO

	a. Date on which school Office received the application is recorded on the form


	
	

	2. Consideration of the Application
	

	a. Applicants have indicated that they have read the TCG Irish Exemption Policy and are aware of the process by which exemptions are granted as well as all future implications of an exemption 
	
	

	b. Where deemed necessary, the application and supporting documentation has been discussed with parent(s)/guardian(s)/student and the student on whose behalf the application is being made
	
	

	2.2a
	

	a. Evidence has been provided of the student’s enrolment in school(s) solely outside the State up to when they were 12 years of age
	
	

	b. The student’s educational experience and progress has been considered


	
	

	2.2b
	

	a. Evidence has been provided of enrolment in school(s) outside the State to confirm that at least three consecutive years have elapsed since the student was last enrolled in a school in the State
	
	

	b. The student’s educational experience and progress has been considered


	
	

	2.2c
	

	a. The student’s Student Support File has been reviewed and shows significant and persistent learning difficulties despite access to a differentiated approach in both Irish and English 
	
	

	· regular reviews of learning needs as part of an ongoing cycle of assessment


	
	

	· target-setting


	
	

	· evidence-informed intervention and review, including test scores at key points of review


	
	

	b. The SFL Dept has been consulted and has confirmed that the student presents with a standardised score at/below the 10th percentile in either Word Reading, Reading Comprehension or Spelling
	
	

	3. Decision
	

	a. An exemption from the study of Irish is granted


	
	

	b. Where an application has been refused, the reasons were as follows:



	4. Communicating and Recording the Decision
	

	a. The outcome of the application has been confirmed in writing to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student as well as the reason(s) for not granting an exemption where relevant
	
	

	b. The application and all supporting documentation, including this Checklist and the Certificate of Exemption where applicable, have been retained in accordance with data protection law.
	
	

	c. In the case where the application has been refused, the applicants have been informed that the decision may be appealed to the Irish Exemptions Appeals Committee within 30 days
	
	

	Principal: _______________________________________________________     Date: ​​​​________________________________


APPENDIX 5:  CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION
Temple Carrig School, Greystones, Co Wicklow

Certificate of Exemption from the Study of Irish

Name of student: _____________________________ 
Date of birth: _____________ 
The above-named student has been granted an exemption from the study of Irish in accordance with the terms of Circular 0053/19 and on the grounds of the following exceptional circumstance:
2.2a 
The student received his/her education up to 12 years of age (or up to and including the final year of primary    education) outside the state and where he/she did not have opportunity to engage in the study of Irish              
_______                           
2.2b 
The student was previously enrolled as a recognised pupil/student in a primary/post-primary school and is                 being re-enrolled after a period of not less than three consecutive years spent abroad.
_______                           
2.2c
The student presents with significant and persistent learning difficulties despite having had access to                      targeted intervention to language and literacy learning in both Irish and English over time and presents                        with a Standardised Score in a discrete test in either Word Reading, Reading Comprehension or Spelling at                       or below the 10th percentile at the time of application. 
_______




I am aware of the possible future implications which exemption from the study of Irish may cause for me and I wish to avail of this exemption
Signed: __________________________________________ Student


Date: _________________________

I/we am/are aware of the possible future implications which exemption from the study of Irish may cause for our son/daughter and we wish to avail of this exemption for him/her

Signed: __________________________________________ Parent/Guardian

Date: _________________________

Signed: __________________________________________ Parent/Guardian

Date: _________________________

Signed: __________________________________________ Principal


Date: _________________________

APPENDIX 6:  IRISH EXEMPTION APPEAL FORM

	IRISH EXEMPTIONS APPEAL COMMITTEE 

	Name of student 

Date of birth 
Name of school 
School address 
School roll number 

	Please indicate (() the sub-paragraph in Circular 0053/2019 on which the application to the school was based. 


	2.2a: students whose education up to 12 years of age (or up to and including the final year of their primary education) was received outside the state and where they did not have opportunity to engage in the study of Irish. 
2.2b: students who were previously enrolled as a recognised student in primary/post-primary school who are being re-enrolled after a period spent abroad, provided that at least three consecutive years have elapsed since the previous enrolment in the state and are at least 12 years of age on re-enrolment. 
2.2c: students who and present with significant and persistent learning difficulties and present with a Standardised Score in a discrete test at/below the 10th percentile in either Word Reading, Reading Comprehension or Spelling. 
	

	
	

	
	

	Date of application to the school for an exemption from the study of Irish:
Date of written confirmation of the school’s decision not to grant an exemption: 

	Please state the rationale for this appeal: 


	Signed: __________________________ Signed: _______________ 
Date                                                                  Date 


	Date of receipt of Appeal application by the Department of Education and Skills: 


	OUTCOME OF APPEAL 
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